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Knowledge centre behind oil spill conference
Offshore Center Danmark suggests how the fight against oil spill could look in the future.
How does the European preparedness work in case of oil spill disasters, and what new products and international cooperation does the future bring in the fight against offshore oil spill?
These questions are raised when the knowledge and technology center Offshore Center Danmark invites to a conference about the national and international effort to prevent and fight offshore oil spill disasters. The conference takes place Wednesday February 25th 9AM to 15PM on Aalborg University in Esbjerg and addresses a broad spectrum of companies and authorities, which want an exhaustive survey of Danish and international preparedness and status on a number of areas within the fight against oil spill. ”Large oil spill disasters are incredible rare and the trend is fortunately that they continue to get rarer. But the preparedness must in place. The important thing is to be prepared for the worst case scenario. This, the oil and gas industry continually contributes to by expanding the preparedness and by staying updated with new products and procedures.  It is therefore obvious with a conference focusing on experiences and visions in the fight against oil spill disasters”, Peter Blach, director at Offshore Center Danmark, explains.

A peek into the future
Offshore Center Danmark is a member-based knowledge and technology centre, and the pivot of the conference is a new market survey made by Offshore Center Danmark. The survey takes a number of earlier oil spill disasters as its starting point and on the conference, Offshore Center Danmark will account for international experiences from earlier spills.
Peter Blach continues:”Only a very little part of the registered oil spill happens from permanent installations and pipes, still much effort and a lot of money are spent to secure an effective response tool, and our market surveys indicate where the efforts should be put in the future.”
Efficient, international preparedness
Apart from the publication of results from the market survey, a number of Danish and international safety and preparedness organizations are participating. Among these organizations are the Admiral Danish Fleet, the Danish Environmental Control and ITOPF – an international consolidation of tanker shipping companies. Furthermore there are presentations from various suppliers of consultancy and material.

”An efficient preparedness has been developed in the EU administered by EMSA –the European Maritime Safety Agency, which minimizes the damages if a spill from a ship, a pipe or an offshore oil installation should happen. If a disaster should happen, the individual country can request material from other EU countries. So the preparedness of every country works as a buffer for the other countries, and that is an incredible efficient, international preparedness.  But it’s naturally necessary to know the procedures, products and solutions that are used in order to prevent and fight oil spill disasters”, Henrik Jensen explains. Henrik Jensen is Sales & Project Manager at the company Ro-Clean Desmi, which also participates in the conference. Offshore Center Danmark is supported by among others the Danish Ministry of Science, Technology and Innovation and the centre has about 200 members in the oil and gas industry, the offshore wind turbine industry and the offshore maritime industry. Further information about the oil spill conference and other conferences, courses and activities held by Offshore Center Danmark can be found at www.offshorecenter.dk.
Further comments:

Director Peter Blach
Offshore Center Danmark

Niels Bohrs Vej 6

6700 Esbjerg

Telephone: 
36 97 36 70
E-mail:

pb@offshorecenter.dk

Web:

www.offshorecenter.dk
