New network event strengthens development in the oil/gas industry

Offshore Center Danmark is creating a network event for the oil/gas industry, OGIB. On May 23. businesses from all parts of the supply chain will meet in Esbjerg, Denmark. It seems already that OGIB will become an international event with several international companies and a delegation from Angola participating. 

Speeddating for the oil/gas industry. That is one way to put it when Offshore Center Danmark for the first time opens OGIB, Oil & Gas International Business2Business Event 2012. OGIB is the first network event in the oil/gas industry which is purely dedicated to networking and gives the participants a unique opportunity to meet other businesses in the industry.

– It is our experience that companies in the oil and gas industry have been searching for network trying to get new contacts and find new partners and customers. Previously we have tried out the concept with a similar event, OWIB, for the offshore wind industry. It has proved to be a successful way to create contacts between businesses, says Morten Holmager, Development Manager, Offshore Center Danmark.

All participants gets the opportunity to request for a number of businesses that they would like to meet for a 15 minutes long meeting. During this the companies can clarify if there is reason to proceed with cooperation. The companies can manage op to 17 meetings during the day. This opportunity gives them a unique insight into the possibilities of the oil/gas industry. 

– This event is different to what people in the oil and gas industry are used to. Normally they go to conferences where network happens during the breaks, and it can be difficult to meet the people and businesses they would like to. With OGIB we want to give them the possibility to meet exactly the kind of people they would like, says Morten Holmager.

The concept has been tested successfully. The last five years Offshore Center Danmark has arranged OWIB, the same kind of network event only for the offshore wind industry. Last year more than 300 companies from 11 different countries, among others China, France and Germany, participated in the OWIB event. This led to cooperation, direct orders and opening negotiations between lots of companies. One of the companies attending OWIB is the Danish Q-Star Energy which delivers professionals for the offshore industry – both wind and oil/gas. Having participated in OWIB three years in a row, Q-Star Energy has decided to participate in OGIB as well, Managing Director, Henrik Hansen, informs. 

– The way the network event is arranged works really well. Everybody knows what they are there for and why. It is professional, and it works. We gained a lot from it, and that is why we are also attending OGIB. We got a lot of good and useful contacts. We met both new and old business partners and two contacts have led directly to new co-operation. It is a very effective use of the companies' time. In one day you get in contact with companies that you would otherwise use at lot of time to get to meet. We are hoping to meet new as well as old customers at OGIB. It is a good and professional set-up, says Henrik Hansen who is hoping, that OGIB will become an international event like OWIB.

– Each year new businesses attend OWIB, and if it will be the same way with OGIB, it has a lot of potential, says Henrik Hansen. 

OGIB just opened to registration and already several large companies have pre-registered. Among others Danish companies like Semco Maritime and Danbor Services Ltd. and large international companies like Norwegian STATOIL A/S, American Hess, Grenlandic Nunaoil and French TOTAL – the fifth largest oil and gas company in the world. Also a delegation of companies from Angola has pre-registered. The delegation includes the national oil company Sonangol. Angola is one of the most promising markets for the oil/gas industry. Many great findings have been discovered within the last few years outside the coast of Angola. 

Offshore Center Danmark is a national knowledge and innovation centre for the Danish offshore sector. Since 2003 the centre has organized conferences and networking events and initiated development projects to strengthen development and employment in the offshore sector. A focus on opportunities for international collaboration is brought about through participation in international collaboration projects.

Read more about OGIB and register at www.OGIB.dk. 
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