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Successful international collaboration in wind sector

Collaboration between 16 organizations from 6 North Sea countries to be completed

Over the past 6 years, Denmark and 5 other countries around the North Sea have created a unique collaboration in the offshore wind sector. The so-called POWER cluster collaboration across the countries has cleared the way for collaboration and exchange of experiences and bridged the gap between the countries. 

The collaboration will now be completed. The Danish knowledge centre Offshore Center Danmark, which participates in the POWER cluster, is greatly pleased with the obvious success of the project.

Manager, Renewables Morten Holmager from Offshore Center Danmark says:

“The offshore wind sector remains a young sector, and it’s been important to exchange experiences between the countries to achieve synergy and learn from one another’s mistakes. And many countries have only in recent years begun taking an interest in the opportunities offered by offshore wind technology, and it’s been fruitful to meet representatives from companies and interest organizations in other countries to agree on common standards and objectives.”

Morten Holmager adds:

“In order to render energy from offshore wind turbines more profitable, there’s interest worldwide in reducing costs per produced kW, and this comprehensive cost-reducing effort has been an important element of POWER cluster. We’ve also discussed in which fields we can make use of 40 years of experience from the oil and gas installations in the North Sea and transfer it to the offshore wind sector. When it comes to safety, logistics, challenges caused by the weather, and many other areas, there’s a number of parallels between these 2 fields that we can benefit from also in the offshore wind sector.”

Many advantages

One of the results of the POWER cluster collaboration is the report “Overcoming Challenges for the Offshore Wind Industry and Learning from the Oil and Gas Industry,” that points to many specific areas where experiences from the oil and gas sector can be transferred to the offshore wind sector. Moreover, a special exhibition has been organized on board a boat that has visited a great deal of German and Danish harbours, and every year an international business event gathers the international offshore wind sector for a professional networking meeting in Esbjerg – the so-called Offshore Wind International Business2Business Event, also known as the OWIB.

Morten Holmager explains:

“An event such as the OWIB clearly indicates the offshore wind sector’s strong determination to collaborate. Year by year, we raise the number of participants, and this year we’ll break the record again. Many countries have only in recent years begun to plan offshore wind projects and are now requiring the expertise built up by Danish suppliers and energy companies such as DONG Energy. Furthermore, the OWIB presents a unique opportunity to meet potential customers and partners with whom you can collaborate in an informal setting.”

Web based supplier overview

Finally, the website mapping.power-cluster.net has been prepared. By the help of a map search, this website provides the chance to view all of the suppliers in the sector in all of the countries associated with the POWER cluster collaboration. Suppliers in the 6 countries are registered in the database and organized according to a range of parameters, which gives interested customers and partners an overview of the market. POWER cluster Mapergy makes it possible to find suppliers in a specific geographical location or in special niches simply by visiting the web-based database. 

The POWER cluster project has been remarkably valuable also internationally. In total, 16 organizations and educational establishments, including Aalborg University, have taken part in the collaboration, and John Best from East of England Group is greatly satisfied with the results achieved through the collaboration.

He says:

“The POWER cluster project has enabled us to form partnerships that we wouldn’t normally have conceived. Our working relationship with Offshore Center Danmark through the past 6 years has made it possible for me to spot similarities between the countries and encouraged me to intensify our collaboration.”
John Best adds:

“I believe we should think of each issue relating to the North Sea as an aspect of the whole and, naturally, we’ll attempt to secure work for our local, indigenous workforce. However, at the same time we must keep in mind opportunities for collaboration – for instance in terms of safety and logistics. Safety shouldn’t be about competing.”

The POWER cluster project has been financed by the EU and will formally end on July 1. Close ties have been forged between the participating countries throughout the project, and these countries will collaborate also in future. 

Comprehensive material about the POWER cluster collaboration can be downloaded from www.power-cluster.net. Press material and photos from the OWIB and other Offshore Danmark events can be downloaded from www.offshorecenter.dk/media.asp. Further information:
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