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Already more than 100 participants signed up for wind event

OWIB on November 9 in Denmark approaches new record 3 month ahead of the event
Over the summer the number of people signed up for the international business2business event OWIB has surpassed 100 and so the event approaches a new record. Offshore Wind International Business2Business takes place in Esbjerg, Denmark, on November 9, and this year’s event is bigger than ever before also when it comes to the number of nationalities.

The knowledge centre Offshore Center Danmark is organizing the event. Manager, Renewables Morten Holmager says:
“We’re seeing marked interest internationally in taking part in OWIB. Until now participants from 8 countries have signed up, so it’s really going to be an international event. I’d like to stress also that OWIB isn’t a traditional conference; it’s an event where businesses in the offshore wind sector can meet other businesses from the sector face to face at informal pre arranged meetings.”

Morten Holmager adds:
“Danish companies focus strongly on the British and German markets because they’ve so far been the most promising ones. However, in a few years’ time countries such as France, Spain, the US plus a range of Asian countries will be working hard on their offshore wind projects, and OWIB is an obvious opportunity to form ties with these countries.”

Participants from southern Europe

This is the fifth year running that OWIB gathers the international wind sector for an entire day of speed dating where participants can meet new partners, suppliers and interest organizations in a rapidly growing market. This year several French, Spanish and Portuguese companies are going to take part – among others. 

Morten Holmager says:
“We’re very pleased that also the Portuguese company EDP Renewables has signed up; that particular company is one of the major players in Europe. The energy company has projects totalling 31 GW in the pipeline - for instance 2.4 GW offshore wind energy in the UK - and the fact that they’ve signed up has strengthened interest from other companies. Together with Vestas, Siemens Wind Power, Nordex, DONG Energy, Statoil and Vattenfall plus other leading companies and energy suppliers, EDP Renewables helps ensure that the professional level is high and that OWIB has an international outlook.”

Helicopter ride to Horns Rev

This year a series of Side Events will be added to OWIB.  Besides from a whole day with brief, informal meetings, the next day will feature 3 helicopter rides to Horns Rev and Horns Rev 2 organized in collaboration with UNI FLY A/S. A tour of Esbjerg Harbour - the world’s leading offshore wind harbour – and visits at relevant local offshore businesses will be on as well. Finally, a special extra event will take place for businesses interested in finance in relation to development of new offshore wind projects. The latter Side Event will be organized by The Alliance for Offshore Renewables.

Moreover, a specific exhibition area will be expanded markedly at this year’s OWIB, and 9 companies have so far booked a space in this area which, for this same reason, will have a more central location.

OWIB – Offshore International Business2Business – is an international forum organized by Offshore Center Danmark where companies have the opportunity at brief, informal meetings to meet new suppliers and partners and market themselves in relation to potential customers. Participants receive a list of all participants, and it is possible for them to book meetings with representatives from specific businesses, energy companies and industry organizations. Offshore Center Danmark will then set up the meetings and attempt to make it possible for as many people as possible to talk to each other. The closing date for signing up is October 17.
OWIB is organized in collaboration with Invest in Denmark under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark. Invest in Denmark aims to attract foreign companies and help them establish themselves in Denmark. Furthermore, Offshore Center Danmark collaborates with the Enterprise Europe Network, which helps market OWIB abroad.

Photos and press packs from previous OWIB events can be downloaded for editorial use from www.offshorecenter.dk/media.asp (you might have to scroll down the page).
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