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Good results made OWIB a success
Record turnout for Offshore Center Danmark event on November 9 and 10 resulted in orders and new collaborations across borders
Orders for safety equipment, deals on supply of constructions for offshore wind turbine towers, new collaborations across borders and great media interest. The OWIB – Offshore Wind International Business2Business Event 2011 – was a positive experience for many participants, and several of them secured specific orders at the gathering, which took place in Esbjerg Performing Arts Centre. 

No fewer than 308 people from 11 countries turned up for the OWIB, where interested manufacturers, suppliers, energy companies and organisations had brief, informal meetings. 1,700 meetings were held in one single day, and many guests from abroad also went on guided tours to some of the Danish offshore sector’s key companies and on a helicopter ride to the offshore wind farms Horns Rev 1 and Horns Rev 2.

Offshore Center Danmark is responsible for the OWIB. Development Manager Morten Holmager says:

“We’ll now evaluate the results, but we had much positive feedback already in the days immediately after the event. OWIB isn’t a traditional conference; it ‘s a meeting place for businesses in the offshore wind sector, and the aim is to gather the sector. This has resulted in many new collaborations and specific orders, and a lot of people have begun talking about collaboration in future.” 

Thousands of business cards changed hands during OWIB, and one of those who made a sale already at the gathering was sales manager Peter Enevoldsen from Procurator. He secured an order for supply of personal safety equipment with the customer’s logo from a specific company that had asked to meet Procurator at OWIB.

Peter Enevoldsen said:

“The reason for us to take part in the OWIB was to meet a lot of companies and acquire new contacts. Many of the people we met today expressed their interest in entering into agreements, so it’s been very rewarding for us to be here.”

Also the German supplier of towers, pipes and tanks Reuther GmbH had several fruitful meetings that CEO Finn Melgaard will follow up on in the immediate future. He said:
“So far Reuther GmbH has secured only a few orders from the offshore sector, and we were looking to involve ourselves more in that sector. We had 17 planned meetings at OWIB with companies that we had asked to meet and with companies that wished to meet our company. No later than at the second meeting a company was interested in agreeing on collaboration with us. The offshore sector is interesting to us because - contrary to other sectors – the offshore sector is growing, and a deal isn’t only about selling a product; it has to do also with new knowledge and collaboration to the benefit of both parties. We wanted to achieve this through our participation in OWIB.”

OWIB took place for the fifth year running. This year the event was organised in collaboration with Invest in Denmark, which is an organisation under the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark. The aim of the collaboration with Invest in Denmark is to make visible OWIB in relation to foreign companies interested in establishing themselves in Denmark. 

Offshore Center Danmark’s Morten Holmager says:

“Invest in Denmark has communicated the message about OWIB in the countries that have begun to take an interest in offshore wind farms such as France, Germany and China, and it was very positive to have participants from all these 3 countries at OWIB. I’m convinced that we’ll see even greater international interest in visiting OWIB in future, and we’ll now embark on preparing the framework for next year’s event.”
Some of those reporting on OWIB were the Chinese Xinhua News Agency and a French TV-crew – a total of 18 invited journalists and photographers - and the event has made it into the headlines in, among others, Chinese media.
Photos and press material from previous OWIB events can be downloaded for editorial use from www.offshorecenter.dk/media.asp (you might have to scroll down the page).
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