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Speed dating was starting signal for international collaboration

The international event OWIB paves the way for new collaboration in offshore wind sector

Danish shipping company Niels Winther & Co. and their British colleagues Clarkson Port Services – a division of the listed Clarksons Plc. – have begun collaborating about supplying a new concept for the offshore wind sector in Britain. The concept is marketed internationally and involves a range of harbour-related activities, including agency, stevedoring and consultancy. The idea for the collaboration was fostered last year in November when the 2 companies met at the OWIB – a kind of speed dating event for the offshore wind sector.

The Offshore Wind International Business2Business event is an annual gathering of Danish and foreign suppliers and producers in the offshore wind sector. Here the sector’s players can meet and discuss opportunities for collaboration, present new products and generally encounter colleagues from a global industry. The event turned out to be the beginning of a close collaboration between Niels Winther & Co. and Clarksons Plc.

Manager, Renewables Morten Holmager from Offshore Center Danmark says:
“Niels Winther & Co. and Clarksons turned up for the international event OWIB and had a brief, informal meeting where they discussed how a new concept could be realized. Since then they’ve intensified their collaboration, and this story is the best example of what the OWIB aims to achieve: new contacts that result in new orders.”

The OWIB will be on for the fifth time on November 9, and so far participants from 10 countries have decided to take part. Last year 640 meetings were held in one single day and, according to feedback from the participants, 2,200 contacts were made. 200 people are expected to attend this year.

Morten Holmager observes:
“The partnership between Niels Winther & Co. and Clarkson Plc. illustrates that the best way the offshore wind sector can make use of its competences is when it happens across borders. Different countries possess different competences and, through joining forces Niels Winther & Co. and Clarksons Plc can bring about a unique product that’ll obviously attract international attention.”

15-minute meeting

When you take part in the OWIB, you receive a list of all other participants. You can then ask for a meeting with representatives from specific companies, energy companies or industry organizations. Offshore Center Danmark organizes the meetings so that as many people as possible will have the chance to talk to each other at 15-minute meetings.

As last year, the 2 wind turbine manufacturers Vestas and Siemens Wind Power, the energy companies DONG Energy and Vattenfall (both the Danish and the German division) will be present; this includes also a wide range of Danish and foreign turbine manufacturers and sub-suppliers.

Chinese attendance at OWIB

2 Chinese turbine manufacturers are going to attend on November 9, which means that this year’s international event for the offshore wind sector will be visited by people from 10 countries. This is only in a couple of months, but the number of participants has already surpassed last year’s number, and so it looks like the OWIB will easily break all former records.

The Offshore Wind International Business2Business event is organized by the knowledge centre Offshore Center Danmark to gather Danish and foreign players in the offshore wind sector with a view to exchange of experiences and collaboration. The fact that the 2 Chinese wind turbine manufacturers Sinovel and Guangdong Ming Yang Wind Power are going to turn up underlines the event’s international appeal. Sinovel and Guangdong Ming Yang Wind Power are China’s answers to Vestas and Siemens Wind Power. In January alone Guangdong Ming Yang Wind Power won an order of supplying turbines with a total effect of 1.1 GW; this is more than all Danish offshore wind turbines put together. Players from Germany, Britain, France, Spain, Norway, the Netherlands, Sweden, Austria and Denmark have signed up as well.

Manager, Renewables Morten Holmager from Offshore Center Danmark says:
“We’ve seen more interest in the OWIB than ever before. The event already has a strong position among the countries that are traditionally engaged in offshore wind turbines, such as Germany, Britain and Denmark, but this year we’ve succeeded in involving other large players in the market.”        
Morten Holmager adds:


“The fact that the Chinese industry is taking part opens up new vistas for Danish companies. China has begun to focus very strongly on offshore wind turbines, but the country doesn’t have the same experience as Denmark does; this is why Danish suppliers have an obvious chance to get involved.”

This year the OWIB includes also a series of side events. Apart from an entire day with brief, informal meetings, a helicopter ride to Horns Rev and a tour of Esbjerg Harbour – Denmark’s largest – will be organized on the second day. Finally, an exhibition will be held in connection with the OWIB.
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2 Chinese turbine manufacturers plus representatives from 8 other countries are going to attend this year’s Offshore Wind International Business2Business Event on November 9 in Esbjerg.

Photos and press material from previous OWIB events can be downloaded for editorial use from www.offshorecenter.dk/media.asp (you might have to scroll down the page).
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