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Countdown to OWIB 2011
OWIB 2011 approaching fast with record number of participants and sold-out display area
One of the most significant events in the offshore wind sector - the Offshore Wind International Business2Business - will be on in around a month’s time on November 9 in Esbjerg. A record number of people from 10 nations have so far signed up, and the display area is completely sold out already at this point. This means we will see the largest OWIB ever.
Until now participants from Denmark, Sweden, Germany, Britain, the Netherlands, Belgium, France, Spain, Austria and China have signed up for this annual speed dating event for players in the offshore wind industry, and the number of people who are going to take part is approaching 200. 10 representatives of wind farm developers and 15 turbine manufacturers will attend the event, and several foreign industry organizations such as the German Windenergie Agentur Bremerhaven and the British NOF Energy will be there as well along with a series of member companies.

NOF Energy, the UK business support organization for oil, gas, nuclear and offshore renewables sectors, is leading a delegation of UK companies to Denmark to explore supply chain opportunities in the oil, gas and renewables markets.

NOF Energy Events Manager Caroline Lofthouse, said:

“NOF Energy is leading a delegation to Denmark featuring UK companies, such as A & P Group and BEL Valves, who are well-respected by the global energy sectors for the quality of their products and services.  Through our market visit we aim to bring together members of the UK supply chain with Danish industry to create beneficial new relationships and encourage intertrading between the two countries.”
The OWIB concept revolves around brief, informal meetings where people can present themselves to selected companies. This year the exhibition, which is part of the event, has been expanded significantly, which helps strengthen the OWIB’s position even more, says Morten Holmager, Offshore Center Danmark’s Manager of Renewables. 
An area of 100 square metres will be a central part of the event and is reserved for companies and organizations that are going to showcase their products and services. Until now companies such as World Courier, Danish Wind Design, Semco Maritime and Q-STAR Energy have signed up for a space at the exhibition. Also business associations such as Windenergie Agentur Bremerhaven and NOF Energy will be represented in the display area. At the moment, the organizer of the OWIB is attempting to come up with more exhibition space to meet demand from a range of companies that did not secure a space at the exhibition the first time round.

Henrik Hansen from Q-Star Manpower uses the OWIB to profile the company’s special manpower service. He says:

“The brief, informal meetings are the most important thing about the OWIB, and we’ve been very pleased with taking part in them in recent years. But if we also take part in the exhibition, we can make our presence felt and promote our company. That’s why we’ve decided to contribute to the exhibition.”

It is still possible to sign up for the OWIB (no later than Oct 17). A list of those who have signed up so far plus online sign-up can be found at www.owib.dk
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This is the first year that the OWIB will feature a large display area, and it will have a central location.

Photos and press material from previous OWIB events can be downloaded for editorial use from www.offshorecenter.dk/media.asp (you might have to scroll down the page).
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